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New Titles for Children and Young People
Andrews, Jan. Very Last First Time; illus. by lan Wallace. Margaret K. McElderry, 1986. ISBN
0-689-50388-1. 29p. $9.95.
In her Inuit village in northern Canada, Eva Padlyat prepares to "walk on the bottom
R of the sea" alone for the first time. For years, after the tide goes out, she and her mother
5-7 have gone under the ice to collect mussels, but doing it by herself is a rite of passage that
yrs. becomes a mini-adventure when she goes exploring, forgets the time, drops her candle,
and barely beats the sea water back to her ice hole. The paintings, dominated by deep
purple glinting here and there with gold or green, are impressionistic in texture and give
an eerie sense of the shadowy shapes, crevasses, and sense of isolation surrounding the
child. A unique experience for young listeners and an intriguing introduction to another
culture. BH.
D.V. Courage
Archer, Jules. The Incredible Sixties: The Stormy Years that Changed America. Harcourt, 1986.
ISBN 0-15-238298-4. 223p. illus. with photographs. $16.95.
A veteran journalist takes on an entire decade here in a sometimes shotgun approach
Ad to political, economic, social, religious, scientific, and artistic changes that marked the
7-10 sixties as a revolutionary era. Some of the chapters, such as the one on feminism, isolate
key figures (Betty Friedan) and issues (work and wage injustices fought by NOW) for a
coherent eight-page summary of a complex movement. Others, such as the chapter on
developments in rock music, spray out names and events with little sense of the reality
behind them. Illustrated with black-and-white news photos, this is well-organized
enough to provide students with selective introductions to various aspects of many sub-
jects that have been treated in depth elsewhere (the war in Vietnam, for instance). The
summary approach makes browsing through the whole book a fairly superficial experi-
ence, but the table of contents and index provide specific access, and a bibliography
stars suggested books for further reading. BH.
C.U. History-U.S.- Modern
Asimov, Isaac, ed. Young Star Travelers; ed. by Isaac Asimov, Martin H. Greenberg, and
Charles G. Waugh. Harper, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-06-020179-7; Trade ed. ISBN
0-06-020178-9. 209p. Library ed. $12.89; Trade ed. $13.50.
Earlier science fiction anthologies compiled by the three editors of this book have
R received both critical acclaim and popularity with readers, and the nine stories about
7-10 young star voyagers should be equally well received. While the quality of the writing
style varies, none of the stories is more than a bit choppy; all of them have good struc-
ture and sympathetic (occasionally peculiar) protagonists. There is considerable variety
of subject and theme as well as of style, with a few tales that are outstanding as
examples of the short story form. Among the contributors are such dependable SF
[I]
luminaries as Ray Bradbury, Arthur Clarke, and Andre Norton, but writers like
Pauline Ashwell ("Big Sword") and Edward Wellen ("Call Me Proteus") are no less
impressive. ZS.
Bauer, Caroline Feller, ed. Rainy Day: Stories and Poems; illus. by Michele Chessare. Lippin-
cott, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-397-32105-8; Trade ed. ISBN 0-397-32104-X. 74p.
Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed. $11.50.
Three tall tales-"Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs" (contemporary), "The
Ad Jolly Tailor" (Polish), and "When the Rain Came Up from China" (Paul Bunyan)
4-8 are bolstered with 23 short poems, a double-page spread of sayings, one of "rainy
yrs. day facts," and a few suggested activities. Black-and-white wash drawings (some-
times monotonous) illustrate almost every page in a young format suitable for a
picture-book audience as well as good primary readers. An annotated list of stories
and books about rain and/or water is followed by an index. Children confined by
rain are not necessarily eager to delve into the subject too extensively, and the mate-
rial is generally available elsewhere; nevertheless, both parents and teachers will find
this collection handy to share with restless charges on indoor days. BH.
C.U. Reading aloud
Bawden, Nina. Princess Alice; illus. by Phillida Gili. Andre Deutsch/Elsevier-Dutton, 1986.
ISBN 0-233-97746-5. 30p. $10.95.
This odd story takes its cue from the common childhood fantasy of being
M switched, stolen, or adopted from a rightful royal lineage. Alice Mary is adopted, as
2-4 are three of the other five Maclusky children. One day her natural father, an African
prince, visits Alice Mary ("Princess Alice") in London, and tells her what life would
be like if she lived with him. "You would not have to do anything. You could sit on
a silk cushion and eat sweetmeats all day." Alice Mary declines. "I don't think Mrs.
Maclusky could manage without me." The Prince sends her back home with a gold
and ruby bracelet and proffers an invitation for the whole family to come visit him
in Africa. Mr. Maclusky asks Alice, "Do you want me to do some explaining?"
Well, yes. The overly peculiar plot is not helped by excessive details and an occa-
sionally arch tone; the illustrations of Alice Mary's home and multi-racial family are
cheerfully cluttered, but awkwardly drawn. RS.
D.V. Parent-child relations
Billings, Charlene W. Space Station: Bold New Step Beyond Earth. Dodd, 1986. ISBN
0-396-08730-2. 60p. illus. with photographs. $9.95.
Billings discusses, after a brief history of manned and unmanned space flight, the
Ad plans that are in progress for a space station that NASA plans to have in orbit and
3-6 functioning by the mid 1990s. She describes the way the station will be constructed
and how it will function, what life on the station will be like for the staff, and how
the space station research and manufacture can contribute to technological, indus-
trial, and medical progress. The captions or labels for the photographs or diagram-
matic illustrations are not always clear or in easily readable print, but the book
should appeal to and inform readers who are interested in the future, especially in
the future in space; the material is clearly written, competently organized,
moderately well-indexed. ZS.
C.U. Science
[2]
Branley, Franklyn Mansfield. From Sputnik to Space Shuttles: Into the New Space Age.
Crowell, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-690-04533-6; Trade ed. ISBN 0-690-04531-X. 55p.
illus. with photographs. Library ed. $11.89; Trade ed. $11.95.
Focusing on satellites, what they are, what they can do, and how they do it,
R Branley introduces readers to the high points of 30 years' progress, from Sputnik to
2-4 current work on a manned space station. The Challenger explosion is mentioned in a
photo caption but not described in the text. Color and black-and-white photographs
are well incorporated into an accessible format. This will give younger readers a
good overall view. BH.
C.U. Science
Brown, Ruth. Our Cat Flossie; written and illus. by Ruth Brown. Dutton, 1986. ISBN
0-525-44256-1. 23p. $10.95.
An album for cat lovers young and old from the creator of The Big Sneeze, who
R moves from the barnyard chaos so skillfully rendered in her first book to a com-
3-6 fortable, colorful neatness here. "Our cat Flossie...does not get on very well with
yrs. the neighbors," does get into mischief, and cannot resist snails, "even though she
finds them puzzling." Each scene, symmetrically centered within an arched frame,
depicts a typically feline pose with high humor. The frontal portrait of Flossie peer-
ing over the top of a grocery box, for instance, faces a rear view with her tail and
bottom hanging over the edges of a tiny shoe box into which she is trying to fit her
considerable bulk. The paintings are richly textured and colored, the text simple and
evocative for every child with a household cat. BH.
C.U. Pets
Bunting, Eve. Scary, Scary Halloween; illus. by Jan Brett. Houghton/Clarion, 1986. ISBN
0-89919-414-1. 32p. $12.95.
Tailored for nursery and pre-school holiday read-aloud sessions, this is a slightly
R spooky picturebook with bright graphics on a black background showing costumed
3-6 creepies prancing through the night, all watched by four pairs of green eyes hiding
yrs. under a porch. The devils, monsters, and goblins turn out to be children, of course,
and the eyes to belong to a cat and her three kittens, but it's all pretty convincing
while it lasts. The furry-footed werewolf mummified in bandages ("his claws are
dragging on the floor,/ He's crashing, smashing at the door!") is especially grue-
some as he scares the old lady who answers the door of her lace-curtained, Victorian
house. The faces on the creatures, the pumpkins, and even the trees will inspire
shivers of delight in any darkened room. BH.
C.U. Hallowe'en; Reading aloud
Cobb, Vicki. The Trip of a Drip; illus. by Elliot Kreloff. Little, 1986. ISBN 0-316-14900-4.
50p. (How the World Works) $11.95.
There are earlier books that clearly explain the water cycle; this book does that,
R but its emphasis is on the ways that water is provided to people in the city or
3-5 country, and how it is made drinkable or processed when it is contaminated waste.
The writing is direct, clear, and informal, and the material is logically organized.
Cobb provides illustrative examples and home experiments. This should answer most
of the questions children may have about "what happens when" or "how does it
work?" Diagrams are clear and are adequately labelled. ZS.
C.U. Science
[31
Coerr, Eleanor. Lady with a Torch; illus. by Oscar de Mejo. Harper, 1986. Library ed. ISBN
0-06-021347-7; Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-021342-6. 85p. Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed.
$10.95.
This is frankly, by the author's admission, "a story based on historical facts"
R rather than a documentary account. To some extent, it gains by this design, for
2-4 Coerr is a smooth writer with an interesting tale and a sprightly sense of humor.
Auguste Bartholdi's lifelong obsession with huge statues, his indefatigable determina-
tion, and his vision of liberty all emerge here from a simple narrative with an exten-
sive but natural-sounding dialogue. The illustrations cartoon the events in a con-
scious extension of textual hints: the statue looks terribly longsuffering; Laboulaye
looks pompous; the sun looks shocked when Bartholdi throws his unsatisfactory
drawings overboard. A relief from the slew of dead-serious treatments published for
the statue's one hundredth birthday. BH.
C.U. History-U.S.
Collington, Peter, illus. Little Pickle. Dutton, 1986. ISBN 0-525-44230-8. 29p. $10.95.
It's refreshing to see some mischief and adventure invade the wordless picturebook
R scene, which seems lately to have been dominated by cozy domesticity. The little girl
3-5 in this book wakes her parents up noisily, spills milk on their bed, squirms brattily in
yrs. face of the hairbrush, slathers on her father's shaving soap, pulls the cat's tail, and
generally makes a nuisance of herself. However, all is redeemed in her dream, when
she swaps places with her mother in the stroller, wheels her to the dock, grabs a boat
and shoves off to sea while her scrunched-up mother dozes. There follows a
sequence reminiscent of Ardizzone's Tim stories, an awakening, and... fish for
supper. The pictures are formatted like cartoon frames, but soft in style and quite
encompassing in the world they create and the point of view they generate. There's a
well-planned hint of Little Pickle's personality in her painting the cat in the cover
and title-page art. She's a bit younger-looking than her target audience, but never
mind; they'll identify with her heroic imagination nonetheless. BH.
Conrad, Pamela. Holding Me Here. Harper, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-06-021339-6; Trade ed.
ISBN 0-06-021338-8. 184p. Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed. $11.50.
From the author of the soberly poetic historical novel Prairie Songs, this is indeed
Ad something different. While her gifts for finding just the right image, for capturing
7-9 the rhythms of conversations, remain in evidence, her story is not entirely convincing:
14-year-old Robin and her divorced mother have taken in a hospital nurse as boarder,
"and something about Mary Walker was so sad and lost-looking that I was afraid it was
going to rub off somehow on the doorknobs, or seep into my room." Unable to resist,
Robin prowls through Mary's belongings and discovers a diary that tells how Mary has
secretly run away from her husband and daughter. It is clear to the reader, but not to
Robin, that Mary left because her husband beat her. Robin also finds Mary's
(conveniently) dropped library card with her old address (a bicycle ride away) and sets
out to bring the family back together. Disaster, of course, ensues. Gossiping neighbors,
a school bus accident, Mary in her bloodstained nurse's outfit, knocked down
telephone wires, knocked-down doors, Robin hanging on a snow-swept roof-the
contrivances and terror overwhelm the human drama. The book will, however, have
tremendous appeal: suspense, guilty secrets, and retribution. RS.
D.V. Broken homes, adjustment to
Cummings, Pat. C.L.O.U.D.S.; written and illus. by Pat Cummings. Lothrop, 1986. Library
ed. ISBN 0-688-04683-5; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-04682-7. 36p. Library ed. $11.88;
Trade ed. $11.75.
[41
A fantasy tailored to the New York City picture book audience, this follows
Ad young Chuku on his first assignment for the department of Creative Lights, Opticals,
5-7 and Unusual Designs in the Sky. At first Chuku sticks to the manual and does a lot
yrs. of Classic Sunny-Day Blue, with some rainy gray and sunset colors occasionally
thrown in. Then a playful child who cloud-watches in Central Park inspires him to
fantastic effects that lead to a promotion that in turn leads him to use forbidden
letters ("Hello Down There"). Chuku's transfer to the tropics is cancelled, and he
settles happily back into the job he's learned to make creative. The strong colors and
futuristic tone of the art, with its (sometimes cluttered) designer-style comment on
the subject of graphic design, turn this into a spoof on several levels. Young lis-
teners will miss the jabs at corporate bureaucracy but probably enjoy the story level,
which, like the art, is fairly sophisticated in itself. BH.
D.V. Imaginative powers
Delton, Judy. Angel's Mother's Boyfriend; illus. by Margot Apple. Houghton, 1986. ISBN
0-395-39968-8. 165p. $12.95.
Angel, ten, is worried because her mother has come back from a trip bemused and
Ad absent-minded. Because she also gets letters from Washington, D.C., her daughter is
3-5 sure that Mom is in trouble, and washes dogs to raise money, a one-time ploy that
seems inserted for humorous effect. It turns out that the letters are from a man
Mom (who is referred to, stiffly, as either "her mother" or "Mrs. O'Leary" in a
way that may confuse readers) met on vacation. His name is Rudy, he's an out-of-
work clown, he comes to visit. Angel resists, but learns to love Rudy and is happy
when he and her mother announce their engagement. This is just bearably sugary
and the plot development is predictable. Wholesome, but insubstantial and trite. ZS.
D.V. Stepparents, adjustment to
Derby, Pat. Visiting Miss Pierce. Farrar, 1986. ISBN 0-374-38162-3. $11.95. Reviewed from
galleys.
A high school freshman, adopted as an infant, is assigned to a "social concerns"
R class project of visiting an 83-year-old woman whose mind wanders. Miss Pierce
7-10 believes Barry Wilson to be her adored brother, Willie, long dead in World War I.
Barry becomes obsessed with the mystery shrouding Willie, his secret marriage to a
Spanish household maid, and ultimately, his rejection of their baby boy, who was
put up for adoption by a furious, snobbish family. Barry begins delving into history
-- an aspect that could have been developed more fully-but never time-travels back
to Willie's day. The only elements of fantasy here are those inside his head: his
fierce identification with dashing Willie and his bitter disillusionment on discovering
Willie's ultimate weakness. Barry's own reaction is explosively sudden but well
enough prepared to sustain credibility; his subsequent discussion with his adoptive
father is understated; the resolution with Miss Pierce is realistic, as are many scenes
portraying the characters from the "convalescent" home (a euphemism to which
Barry objects). Miss Pierce's unpredictable mental movements between past and
present, which involve physical changes between childish and geriatric behavior, are
vividly drawn. BH.
D.V. Older-younger generations
Dolan, Edward F. Drugs in Sports. Watts, 1986. ISBN 0-531-10157-6. 122p. illus, with photo-
graphs. $10.90.
Dolan covers the use and effects of anabolic steroids, amphetamines, braking
drugs (to curb development in adolescent girl gymnasts), blood boosting, cocaine,
[5]
Ad and marijuana as they have appeared increasingly in sports over the last several
6-9 decades. The drawbacks of the presentation are repetition, heavy reliance on
evidence cited in a few sources (Goldman's Death in the Locker Room, for
instance), and occasionally a condescending tone ("Now let's take a close look at the
drug that is causing the trouble..." is a typical lead-in to a new chapter). The book
does, however, offer easy-to-read explanations of scientific and sociological facts
boiled into quick survey form, and there are enough case histories cited to give body
to the statistics. A list of books, magazine and newspaper articles, and special mate-
rials is provided for those who wish to look deeper into the subject. BH.
C.U. Physical education
Fitzgerald, Merni Ingrassia. The Peace Corps Today. Dodd, 1986. ISBN 0-396-08511-3.
128p. illus. with photographs. $11.95.
From the opening "birth announcement" of the Peace Corps ("Parents: President
M John F. Kennedy/U.S. Congress") to the rhetorical-question style and the letters
4-6 cited as "typical" of those written by volunteers to their families back home, this
suffers from over-exertion to fit the child audience. In place of straightforward, well-
organized information, there is a confusing range of anecdotal narrative, with a
format that doesn't help: on one page, for instance, is a paragraph of text about a
boy in Ghana who enjoys eating the ennumerated ethnic foods; above that is a
boxed paragraph about a Central Africa Republic volunteer who discovers hyenas
eating the front seats of his jeep; the black-and-white photograph facing shows
schoolchildren in Ecuador helping a volunteer cultivate vegetables. One page reas-
sures readers that there aren't many rules for those interested in volunteering, while
the next says that only about one out of every seven people who apply are accepted.
However, young readers could get some sense of the wide variety of experiences
available in the Peace Corps and can take advantage of the several suggestions for
preparing to get involved, all accompanied by addresses such as that of the Peace
Corps Partnership Program. BH.
D.V. International understanding
Fosburgh, Liza. Mrs. Abercorn and the Bunce Boys. Four Winds, 1986. ISBN 0-02-735460-1.
115p. $11.95.
Otis and his big brother Will are particularly close since they have had no one to
R turn to after their father's death and "replacement" by their mother's boyfriend,
5-8 Bink. Visiting New England for the summer, the boys befriend a crotchety old
mystery writer who introduces them to the wonders of trout fishing and the compan-
ionship that a dog can provide for the lonely. The story is episodic, with steady
building of involvement among the three climaxing in the boys' loss of a precious
book loaned to them by Mrs. Abercorn and ultimately Mrs. Abercorn's loss of her
old dog and of the boys at the end of the summer. Still, they are able to persuade
her to see her own grandson, estranged through family feuding, and they have felt
the impact of a much-needed closeness with an older person. The portraits of all
three main characters are subtle, and even the appearance of the boys' mother and
Bink avoids stereotypes by asserting the complexity of adult needs; Bink may be
shorttempered and possessive of the boys' mother, but she needs him and does her
best by her sons. A few traits seem overplayed, Mrs. Abercorn's wild driving, for
instance, or Will's silences, but in general the character dynamics make up for lack
of action. BH.
D.V. Older-younger generations
[6]
Gelfand, Marilyn. My Great-Grandpa Joe; illus. with photographs by Rosmarie Hausherr.
Four Winds, 1986. ISBN 0-02-736830-0. 29p. $11.95.
As a photo-documentary of a child's experience with her great-grandparents, one
Ad independent and one confined to a nursing home with little ability to recognize or
5-8 respond to her surroundings, this is well-designed and adequately written. It may
yrs. seem overextended to the general primary-grade audience however, with the excep-
tion of those experienced with or concerned about similar problems in their own
lives. For purposes of discussion and bibliotherapy, the book explores children's dis-
comfort in the face of senility and shows the support strong family ties can offer,
though it is not clear how the child's visit to the nursing home overcomes her fear.
The photographs are generally well-composed. Successfully purposive. BH.
C.U. Family life (unit)
D.V. Grandparent-child relations
Grant, Cynthia D. Kumquat May, I'll Always Love You. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN
0-689-31198-2. 206p. $13.95.
Livvy has made it to her senior year in high school without anyone's knowing that
R her mother, Luna Lee, has been gone for two years, leaving her one night to go to
8-12 the store for margarine and never reappearing. Livvy's father and grandmother are
dead, and only Rosella, her best friend, knows Livvy lives alone, fooling the small-
town citizens with complicated deceits such as refilling her mother's prescriptions
regularly and contributing cookies to the bake sale in her mother's name. Livvy
manages well until a boyfriend penetrates her defenses and ultimately betrays her
secret. When the moment of truth arrives, however, so does Livvy's mother, in a
scene that is contrived but well prepared by intermittent letters from Luna Lee
promising to show up. The plot is preposterous but rendered totally entertaining by
a humorous sense of itself: a witty style, a thematic reference to the formula fiction
it mocks (Luna Lee is a Harlequin romance freak), and plenty of quirky caricatures
to lift the underlying sadness of Livvy's loss of family. BH.
D.V. Friendship values; Mother-daughter relations; Self-reliance
Hall, Lynn. If Winter Comes. Scribner, 1986. ISBN 0-684-18575-X. 119p. $11.95.
"This is just another political thing, nothing to do with us. There's always some
Ad sort of crisis, you know that." It's Friday afternoon, and the crisis is nuclear; a
7-10 small South American country has atomic missiles aimed at major U.S. cities, and is
threatening to set them off on Saturday night. Steady couple Meredith and Barry,
living in suburban Chicago, are afraid. They try to reassure and support each other,
but while the crisis brings them closer together, it also bares the cracks in their
relationship. Meredith tries desperately to hold on to life-she stops her veterinarian
mother from putting an aged cat to sleep ("We've got a choice, with him.") while
Barry almost welcomes destruction: "Most of his mind was terrified; the other part
wanted it to come, longed for the drama, the adrenaline-pumping wild excitement of
the end of the world." All their emotions are realistically developed, but Hall's
perspective and plotting are too frequently sentimental: Meredith's separated parents
come closer together, Barry finds solace in the company of an old woman in the
Chicago ghetto. After the crisis is averted Meredith concludes, "I guess there's
nothing like almost getting killed to make a person wise." Not a lot of depth here,
but the subject will attract readers. RS.
D.V. Boy-girl relations; Family relations
[71
Hanmer, Trudy J. Nicaragua. Watts, 1986. ISBN 0-531-10125-8. 66p. illus. with photographs.
(First Books) $9.40.
The first half of this overview is a factual skimming of geographical and historical
Ad background in a rather dry style. The second half, which deals with the political
5-7 problems that have marked the country's progress, is better focused, with some key
personalities sketched in and a fairly clear assessment of the United States' longterm
policy of intervention, beginning early in the century and including the presence of
Marines by 1912. Controversy over current U.S. involvement gets objective treat-
ment. Illustrated with occasional black-and-white photographs, this will make a
satisfactory supplement to other sources for student reports on a conflict constantly
in the headlines. BH.
C.U. Social studies
D.V. International understanding
Harlan, Elizabeth. Watershed. Viking, 1986. ISBN 0-670-80824-5. $12.95. Reviewed from
galleys.
Jeb, the narrator, is seventeen and his brother Noel a year younger. Different as
R they are (Jeb's conforming, popular, an achiever in every way: Noel is hostile and
7-10 restless, repeatedly criticized by their martinet father), they have two things in
common: they love each other and like to do things together, and they both dote on
a much younger brother, Pete. When Noel wants to play a prank on a neighbor
whose complaint precipitated another argument between Dad and Noel, Jeb feels
regretful that he cannot go along with the plan. What happens is that the ploy turns
into disaster: turning on a pipeline brings a flood that sweeps away the neighbor's
home and cuts a town's water supply. The story is shaped with craft, building to a
climax when Noel is caught, confesses his guilt, and is sent to a detention home to
await sentencing. Ordered to report to a corrective institution, Noel commits suicide.
The book ends some time after Noel's death, when each of the members of the
family has gone through a painful period of adjustment to shock and bereavement.
Jeb is going to college now, but is deeply troubled by what the whole experience has
done to little Pete's feelings. Harlan writes with an easy narrative flow; she is adept
at using dialogue as well as exposition to develop characters and relationships, and
they are both so firmly established that what happens is inevitable if tragic. RS.
D.V. Brothers; Death, adjustment to
Hassall, Angela. Straw Fire. Oxford/Merrimack, 1986. ISBN 0-19-271540-2. 142p. $14.95.
In a the-way-it-is story from Britain, Kevin, whose parents are divorced, is dis-
M appointed when his father breaks a date for a holiday together. Kevin's mother in-
7-9 sists that he spend a week with her sister's family instead, but Kevin dislikes all of
them and runs back home. That's part of a rather muddy plot pattern; another con-
current chain of events is the ambivalent relationship between Kevin and Sam
(Samantha, neighbor and childhood friend who seems to have become adolescent
foe) and their encounters, separately and together, up on the heath meeting a strange
boy, Mark, who proves to be an arsonist and the delinquent son of one of Kevin's
teachers. Neighbors pop in and out of the story, Sam is in conflict with her father,
and the motivation for Mark's behavior is inadequately established. This is a
cluttered story, with characters well enough defined to be convincing, with a style
that has enough vitality to hold readers, but with a structure that seems both diffuse
and overextended. ZS.
D.V. Age-mate relations
[8s
Hedderick, Mair. Katie Morag and the Two Grandmothers; written and illus. by Main Hed-
derick. Little, 1986. ISBN 0-316-35400-7. 30p. $10.95.
It's the light touch in the writing, a mood reflected in the humorous line-and-wash
R drawings, that makes the story of the folk of a Scottish island engaging. Grannie
K-3 Mainland (a "wee dazzler") comes for a visit at the time of the annual fair; she's
coiffed, perfumed, and modishly clad. Katie's other grandmother, Grannie Island, is
not enamored of her opposite number. Grannie Island wears pants and boots as she
does farm chores and prepares to enter her sheep in competition at the fair. Main-
land Grannie never knows that all her toiletries have been used to clean and prettify
the sheep. The bland, direct style of the narration sets off the mild malice of the
ploy, and the humor is implicit rather than stressed. ZS.
D.V. Grandparent-child relations
Hermes, Patricia. Kevin Corbett Eats Flies; illus. by Carol Newsom. Harcourt, 1986. ISBN
0-15-242290-0. 160p. $12.95.
Kevin Corbett galvanizes the attention of his fifth grade peers by swallowing a
R goldfish, a shortcut to popularity proven by his past record of eating flies. Kevin
4-6 has to take shortcuts because since the death of his mother, his father has moved
every six months to ease the pain of losing her. Now Kevin has made a staunch
friend, Brant, and found a soulmate (a girl, at that!) in the form of a daring defiant
fosterchild named Bailey, who helps him plan a romance between Kevin's father and
their fifth-grade teacher, to prevent any further moves. The children's scheming
toward a dinner party has much ring of truth, as do the classroom scenes and the
comradely discussions between Kevin and his loving father. There's lots to laugh
about here and, in the end, something to think about as well. Zippy. BH.
D.V. Father-son relationships; Friendship values
Highwater, Jamake. I Wear the Morning Star. Harper, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-06-022356-1;
Trade ed. ISBN 0-06-022355-3. 148p. Library ed. $11.89; Trade ed. $11.50.
In this third volume of Highwater's Ghost Horse Cycle, Amana's young grandson,
Ad Sitko, is sent to an orphanage where he is brutalized and told (by his older brother
7-10 Reno as well as the others) to forget his Indian heritage. After an especially savage
beating (an unconvincing scene), Sitko and Reno go back to live with their mother
Jemina, and are adopted by her wealthy white lover. Amana is also there, living in a
small guest house, clinging to her Indian ways despite pressure and ridicule. This
lacks the strong pacing of the previous books; the first third, set at the orphanage,
has a static, mopey tone, while events pile up too quickly toward the end, teetering
toward melodrama. The strongest scenes here are between Sitko (although the
characterization lacks depth) and Reno: loving each other deeply, they helplessly
move apart as Sitko gains strength through his painting and heritage, while Reno,
desperate to be accepted as white, descends into alcoholism and corruption. RS.
D.V. Imaginative powers
Hilgartner, Beth. A Murder for Her Majesty. Houghton, 1986. ISBN 0-395-41451-2. $12.95.
Reviewed from galleys.
After witnessing the murder of her father by ambitious "friends" of Queen Eliza-
Ad beth, Alice Tuckfield runs away to York, joins the Cathedral choir disguised as a
5-8 boy, escapes her pursuers, and eventually exposes them to the law. The plot is tight,
if a shade too pat; the protagonist and choir masters are well portrayed, the
choristers a bit indistinguishable. The writing is smooth except for occasional lapses
into modem expression, especially in speech patterns ("Relax," one character tells
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another, and elsewhere someone asks, "What if he clutches?"). In spite of its flaws,
this has plenty of redeeming virtues, among them action, suspense, and a vivid
setting. BH.
D.V. Bravery; Sex roles
Howe, James. There's a Monster Under My Bed; illus. by David Rose. Atheneum, 1986.
ISBN 0-689-31178-8. 32p. $11.95.
Spacious paintings with a spooky perspective reflect the tone of this first-person
R narrative about a little boy, Simon, confronting his first bedtime without a night-
4-7 light. Typically, his imagination soars from one monster under the bed to two
yrs. ("They're fighting...over who gets to eat me") to a whole crowd, all generously
depicted in tasteful, only suggestively grotesque detail. "Goodbye, Mom! Goodbye,
Dad! Goodbye, Glen Oaks Elementary! Goodbye, Mrs. Grover! I'm sorry I put that
dead fish in your drawer last week." However, before Simon finishes his last rites,
he discovers a flashlight his mother has left beside the bed, takes courage in hand,
and peers at.. his little brother, hiding under Simon's bed from the monsters under
his own. Simon reassures Alex ("There's no such things as monsters. Don't be a
baby"), and the two settle in together for the night. There's plenty of natural child's
point of view here, simply phrased and authentic. The text is paced with both sus-
pense and humor; the art heightens both, with a judicious balance of fantasy figures
and stark backgrounds. BH.
D.V. Fear, overcoming; Imaginative powers
Johnson, Jane. Today I Thought I'd Run A way; written and illus. by Jane Johnson. Dutton,
1986. ISBN 0-525-44193-X. 28p. $9.95.
Soft lines and soft, muted colors are used in clean, large-scale compositions occa-
Ad sionally marred by tight binding. The first-person text deals with a child's imagina-
4-6 tive, solitary play: each time he meets a threat (ogre, monster, demon, etc.), he
yrs. flings down an object from his bag and outwits the creature. For example, when he
is confronted by the "grumbling, rumbling, lumbering ogre" he throws a comb on
the ground and a forest springs up to offer escape. Children should enjoy the
disaster/danger element, the triumph of the protagonist, and the pattern of the
magical solution despite the static air of the matter-of-fact account. ZS.
D.V. Imaginative play
Kelley, Emily. Christmas Around the World; illus. by Priscilla Kiedrowski. Carolrhoda, 1986.
ISBN 0-87614-249-8. 44p. $8.95.
Color is used for illustration on double-page spreads, alternating with black-and-
Ad white drawings; the latter tend to be fussy with details. The text is a bit arbitrary in
2-4 choice of countries and is uneven in treatment, with four pages allotted to Sweden,
six to Mexico, and two sentences each to France and Germany. The writing is
simple, the style dry, chopped by the effort (successful) to make the book easy to
read. The book does give information, but there's nothing here that is not already
available in other books about diverse celebrations of Christmas in other countries.
ZS.
Killien, Christi. Putting on an Act. Houghton, 1986. ISBN 0-395-41027-4. 155p. $12.95.
Skeeter, the narrator, is a high school sophomore; her brother Shag, a senior, is in
Ad love with Skeeter's best friend Gena; Gena is the only one who knows that Skeeter
7-9 has lied to her pen pal, Terry, about having handsome Campbell as a boyfriend.
When Terry announces she's moving to Skeeter's town, panic ensues. How will
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Skeeter prevent Terry's knowing she lied? Answer: by telling Campbell all about it
and asking him to put on an act. Few readers will fail to catch the hints and clues,
as they amass, that "Terry" is a boy and that he's known his pen pal thought he
was a girl. The writing style of this first novel is adequate, and while the characters
lack depth, they are believable. The plot is flimsy, much ado about very little. It's
the light humor of the writing that lifts this a bit above mediocrity. ZS.
D.V. Age-mate relations; Honesty
Kingman, Lee. The Luck of the Miss L. Houghton, 1986. ISBN 0-395-40421-5. 153p. $12.95.
Alec, eleven, loves rowing and swimming and everything about living in the ocean
R town where his mother had grown up and to which his family had moved a few
5-7 years before. His dearest wishes are to win the handsome rowboat that's first prize
in a raffle and then to win the annual race for his age group. His biggest problem is
the vindictive bullying of another boy (and competitor in the race), "Stomper"
Gates. An elderly neighbor arranges matters so that Alec may use her boat (it's Miss
L., and she later gives him the boat he named for her). This is a lively story with a
good mix of interests given balanced treatment; the writing, particularly the dia-
logue, has a natural flow, and the evocation of the briny, breezy setting is strong.
ZS.
D.V. Courage; Older-younger generations; Self-confidence
Kleeberg, Irene Cumming. Separation of Church and State. Watts, 1986. ISBN 0-531-10111-8.
64p. illus. (First Books) $9.40.
While Kleeberg's introduction to the subject gives a good background on the Con-
M stitution (particularly those articles affecting church/state separation) and on the
5-7 powers and effects of the Supreme Court, her explanation of how the law and the
Court work together leaves much to be desired. For example, early on we learn that
"many people felt that such Supreme Court decisions as those dealing with Sunday
work have affected morals." However, we don't learn the disposition of these cases
until much later, and the surface contradictions of two of these decisions are never
discussed. Although Kleeberg cites major decisions, rarely do we learn the Court's
reasoning: why, for example, did the Court rule in 1984 that a creche displayed by
the city of Pawtucket not violate church/state separation? This short book tries to
cover too much, resulting in confusion, repetition, and a choppy outline style. RS.
C.U. Religious education; Government (unit)
D.V. Constitution
Korschunow, Irina. Adam Draws Himself a Dragon; tr. from the German by James Sko-
field; illus. by Mary Rahn. Harper, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-06-023252-8; Trade ed.
ISBN 0-06-023249-8. 57p. Library ed. $9.89; Trade ed. $9.95.
A double rarity, this is an entertaining novel for primary graders and a translated
R book that easily transcends cultural differences. Adam is a misfit already in his first
1-4 year of school: he's fat, insecure, and fast locking into patterns of incompetence in
skills of all kinds. Then there emerges, from his despondent twig-drawings on the
ground, a tiny black dragon who is a failure at the things dragons are supposed to
do-for starters, he has only one head instead of three, a serious disadvantage in
breathing out variously colored fire. As the dragon lives with Adam and tries out
human activities, Adam gets encouragement and practice in writing, somersaults,
etc., and the dragon eats most of his chocolate. By the time the dragon says
goodbye, Adam has lost weight, defied a bully, and made a human friend. There are
numerous inventive twists on an old theme here, yet the style never leaves the
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required confines of simplicity. The vivid incidents and friendship keep the book
from becoming didactic, and its warm, intimate tone gets further assistance from
fine, softly toned pencil drawings set in a well-designed format that is spacious but
not babyish. A book that young readers could pursue independently after hearing
the first chapter read aloud. BH.
D.V. Self-confidence
Lauber, Patricia. Volcano: The Eruption and Healing of Mount St. Helens. Bradbury, 1986.
ISBN 0-02-754500-8. 60p. illus. with photographs. $14.95.
As dynamic as it is informative, this recounts the sequence of developments in
R Mount St. Helens' eruption with a smoothly energetic style that makes the facts flow
4-7 cohesively. Even more important to the intelligent conception of the book is
* Lauber's devotion of half the space to the ecological recovery of plant and animal
life in an area that appeared totally decimated. Color photographs of the highest
quality, along with key diagrams and maps, are a major part of the book's impact.
The balance of informational details and larger scientific concepts marks this as an
exceptional sample of natural history narrative. BH.
C.U. Ecology; Nature study
LeVert, Suzanne. The Sakharov File: A Study in Courage. Messner, 1986. ISBN
0-671-60070-2. 127p. illus. with photographs. $9.79.
An ambitious and stimulating analysis of Andrei Sakharov's commitment to
R human rights as it grew from his work on the Soviet hydrogen bomb into open defi-
6-10 ance of repression in all forms. The author does an admirable job of setting the
scene with summaries of Russian history and government policy. With little infor-
mation available on Sakharov's early life, she sticks to known facts, reporting his
activities from an unusually early success as a physicist to unremitting persecution
after his break with authorities. She also touches on the work and philosophies of
other dissidents, including Solzhenitsyn, and on division within the movement. This
serves doubly as an objective overview of U.S.-Soviet relations since World War I
and an introduction to adult books covering the subject more extensively, some of
which are listed for further reading. With black-and-white photographs, an index,
and a foreward by Sakharov's son-in-law, Efrem Yankelevich, whose tone in
addressing the reader is much more simplistic and rhetorical than the text. BH.
C.U. Russia (unit)
Lindbergh, Anne. The Hunky-Dory Diary; illus. by Julie Brinckloe. Harcourt, 1986. ISBN
0-15-237449-3. 147p. $12.95.
Zannah, the eleven-year-old narrator, is so matter-of-fact about the fantasy she
R encounters that it gives the story immediacy and credibility. With Peter, the driver of
4-6 the horse-drawn dairy wagon, Zannah (and later Zannah's mother Patty) crosses
into another time where an isolated community of seven lives. What builds suspense
is the question of if, how, or when the seven (two adults, five children) will be told
the truth about the fact that it is a century later in the world outside. What builds
interest is the complexity of changing, growing relationships; there's a solid base of
realism that's nicely merged with the fantasy. Save for a few instances of careless
writing, the style is smooth and controlled. ZS.
Liyi, He, tr. The Spring of Butterflies and Other Folktales of China's Minority Peoples; ed.
by Neil Philip; illus. by Pan Aiqing and Li Zhao. Lothrop, 1986. ISBN 0-688-06192-3.
144p. $13.00.
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Prefatory material gives information about He Liyi, a Chinese English teacher
R whose translations of folktales of minority peoples living in China have been capably
5-9 adapted by Philip, who explains that he left untpuched some flavorful phrasing. The
book was first published in England; here and there are idioms that obtrude:
"straight as a die," for example, or "a real out-and-out dragon." On the whole, the
stories (from such ethnic groups as Thai, Naxi, Tibetan, and Kazak) flow smoothly,
and they are highly moral and very romantic, reflecting such familiar concepts as
punishment for a greedy sibling who envies a brother's wealth, or a magical favor
done by an animal which has been kindly treated, or such concepts as are stressed in
Asian cultures: filial duty and reverence for old people. Notes on sources give infor-
mation about the tales, the tellers, and occasionally about other versions. ZS.
C.U. Storytelling
Locker, Thomas. Sailing with the Wind; written and illus. by Thomas Locker. Dial, 1986.
Library ed. ISBN 0-8037-0312-0; Trade ed. ISBN 0-8037-0311-2. 31p. Library ed.
$14.89; Trade ed. $15.00.
Like Locker's first book, Where the River Begins, this is a childhood journey
R remembered. A young girl, Elizabeth, and her Uncle Jack sail his boat downriver to
5-8 the sea ("the farthest I had ever been from home"), weather a storm, and return
yrs. safely home again. The text mentions enough detail to evoke a sense of a highlight
adventure, a special day that begins at 5:30 a.m. in an other-worldly mist. The paint-
ings, a gallery of river scenes and seascapes, set a monumental tone to the episode.
Each scene is arrestingly rich with dramatic colors in sky and deep shadings in
foliage. Although the characters often appear posed in closeup composition, the
overall vision is of an America the Beautiful, with sweeping natural panoramas
untouched by factory or highway. That perspective at once moves and stills a viewer
of any age. BH.
D.V. Family relations
McKenna, Nancy Durrell. A Zulu Family. Lerner, 1986. ISBN 0-8225-1666-7. 30p. illus. with
photographs. (Families the World Over) $8.95.
Originally published in England under the title KwaZulu Africa, a direct and
R candid book focuses on the life of the family of eleven-year-old Busisiwe, who lives
3-5 with her siblings and their grandmother in Ekuvukeni, an area of Natal designated
by the authorities as being for Africans only. This excellent text doesn't belabor the
point, but it is detailed in describing the effects of apartheid on almost every facet of
the lives of black South Africans. The book gives information on living conditions,
familial structure, education, black-white relations, pass laws (now changing) and
segregation in housing, transportation, and other aspects of community life. Back-
ground information in glossary form and maps are provided. ZS.
McKissack, Patricia C. Flossie and the Fox; illus. by Rachel Isadora. Dial, 1986. Library ed.
ISBN 0-8037-0251-5; Trade ed. ISBN 0-8037-0250-7. 31p. Library ed. $10.89; Trade
ed. $10.95.
An orally tuned southern story follows Flossie through the woods with her basket
R of eggs, which are covetted by a fox whom Flossie refuses to recognize as a predator.
5-7 "I don't believe you a fox, that's what," she tells the aggressive, and increasingly
yrs. aggrieved, animal. While Flossie speaks dialect, the fox speaks king's English-and
loses the battle of wits with the girl, because she fearlessly pretends not to believe
what he is until she reaches safety. In the end, Mr. Fox manages to outrun the
hounds, but Flossie delivers her eggs with a cocky grin. The illustrations in brown,
gold, green, and russet are literal but flexible, with a black protagonist and a vivid
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natural world (although the "piney woods" appear to be mostly birches and maple or
poplar); they project the action in lively tempo. Just scary enough, this is a rural
mini-adventure with folkloric dimensions. BH.
D.V. Resourcefulness
Martin, Charles E. For Rent; written and illus. by Charles E. Martin. Greenwillow, 1986.
Library ed. ISBN 0-688-05717-9; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-05716-0. 30p. Library ed.
$11.88; Trade ed. $11.75.
Line-and-wash drawings that have soft colors, humorous details, and strong evo-
R cation of the island setting illustrate a quiet but satisfying story that is more effective
K-2 in incidents than in overall plot. The children of a small island community's school
are given a shed by a former resident. They decide, after painting it, that they'll use
it as a clubhouse in the winter and as rental property in the summer. Their sub-
sequent contribution to a school fund affords them a trip to Washington, where they
see not only the usual tourist attractions but also an exhibit of paintings of their
island by the shed's last tenant. A quiet story, this has a modest message about a
group project that is constructive if not exciting. ZS.
D.V. Responsibility
Mattingley, Christobel. Duck Boy; illus. by Patricia Mullins. Margaret K. McElderry, 1986.
ISBN 0-689-50361-X. 89p. $10.95.
Adam is a youngest child who suffers the neglect of his older sister and brother
R when the three of them arrive for a vacation in the Australian countryside. The
2-4 owner of the farm where they are staying notices Adam's loneliness and champions
his crusade to protect a pair of nesting ducks from the marauding vermin that
usually destroy the eggs. With steadfast determination, including a night rescue in
which Adam braves a storm alone, the boy fights off goannas, rats, and foxes to see
the ducklings swim safely around the pond. The plot and the style are simple enough
to pull in readers just tackling "chapter books" independently. The characterization
of Adam is solid, that of his siblings a bit cliched. Readers will enjoy the adult
character's appreciation of "the least child's" courage, aptitude, and pride in
achievement even though the relationship between them-and the outcome of the
story-are a bit pat. BH.
D.V. Responsibility
Mayer, Mercer. Whinnie the Lovesick Dragon; illus. by Diane Dawson Hearn. Macmillan,
1986. ISBN 0-02-765180-0. 32p. $11.95.
A spoof on dragon lore and the illuminated art that takes it seriously, this spins
Ad the tale of Whinnie, who, for reasons untold, falls in love with a knight named
5-7 Alfred who reciprocates by whacking her every chance he gets and then boasting
yrs. about it. Nothing she does changes his mind or makes her feel better until she
persuades a wizard to change her into a fair maiden. Then it's her turn to teach
Alfred a lesson at the hands of her Uncle Dragon; Alfred gets whacked himself and
Whinnie rescues him, only to discover he is really a dragon disguised as a knight.
The two return to their true forms and live happily ever after. This frothy concoc-
tion is illustrated by elaborately bordered paintings with pseudo-medieval settings
and a helter-skelter activity level. Although the colors are sometimes insipid, much
of the detail is both pretty and funny, an achievement based on technical proficiency
touched with a sense of humor. BH.
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Mebs, Gudrun. Sunday's Child. Dial, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-8037-0197-7; Trade ed.
ISBN 0-8037-0192-6. 136p. Library ed. $10.89; Trade ed. $10.95.
In this translation from the German, obstreperous ten-year-old Jenny, who lives in
Ad an orphanage, longs for "Sunday Foster Parents" who will take her out for trips to
4-6 the zoo and delicious treats. What she gets is a "Sunday Mommy" Laura, an
uninhibited children's book writer who chain smokes and comes up with the craziest
ideas, like picnicking in the bathtub. Naturally, they fall for each other; naturally,
Laura adopts Jenny at the end of the book. An old-fashioned story underneath the
bohemian trappings, this is pleasant but thin, and the prose is rather flat. RS.
D.V. Foster parents, adjustment to
Oppenheim, Joanne. You Can't Catch Me! illus. by Andrew Shachat. Houghton, 1986. ISBN
0-395-41452-0. 31p. $12.95.
It's rare to find contemporary verse with a true nursery rhyme ring, but this has
R it, along with satisfying and original art work. There's a hint of the Gingerbread
2-5 Man in this fly and his fate; he's obstreperous enough to chant, each time he annoys
yrs. an animal and then escapes it, "'No matter how hard you try / try / try / you can't
* catch me!' / called the pesky / black / fly." After pestering a series of barnyard
animals, the fly makes the mistake of resting on a rock-really a turtle that gives
him his comeuppance. The paintings are reminiscent of John Burningham but are
fresh in their own right, with subtle blendings of mild color giving a spacious look to
what is actually a fairly small format. The animals are inventively cartooned, the
shapes of the pigs particularly humorous in two compositions of rounded shapes
compounded into a series. A + for graphic and sound effects. BH.
C.U. Reading aloud
Patent, Dorothy Hinshaw. Buffalo: The American Bison Today; illus. with photographs by
William Munoz. Houghton/Clarion, 1986. ISBN 0-89919-345-5. 73p. $12.95.
A competent account of the history and current status of the American Bison
R gives some coverage to characteristics and behavior patterns but concentrates on the
4-6 replacement of herd patterns with human management. To this extent, the book
reveals much about the fate of U.S. wildlife in the century that has stripped plains
and forests of vast game resources. Although not as dynamic as Jack Denton Scott
and Ozzie Sweet's photodocumentary, which is now out of print, Patent's book will
fill the current gap in information about a creature symbolic of the frontier west.
With black-and-white photos, a list of state/national park herds and organizations to
write for further information, and an index. BH.
C.U. Nature study; The West (unit)
Pearson, Tracey Campbell, ad. A-Apple Pie; ad. and illus. by Tracey Campbell Pearson.
Dial, 1986. ISBN 0-8037-0252-3. 28p. $5.95.
Pearson's several hilarious picture book versions of traditional songs (We Wish
R You a Merry Christmas, Old MacDonald...) have proved her a successful graphic
2-5 humorist, and this ABC, based on a seventeenth-century verse, upholds her reputa-
yrs. tion for lively scenes that portray chaos without becoming visually chaotic. The
focus is on a huge apple pie (A). B bit it, C cut it, D dropped it, etc. By the time the
pie has encountered 26 children, it is much the worse for the wear (S sat on it, T
trod it), and children will find that the story art, speeding through a horizontal
format with well-defined watercolors, renders the ABCs totally painless if not
absolutely enjoyable. The verse at the end offers a resolution in Mother Goose style
and a neat opportunity for an adult/child choral conclusion. This reads easily as a
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book or folds out into an 18-foot leporello. BH.
C.U. Language arts
Petersen, P. J. Going for the Big One. Delacorte, 1986. ISBN 0-385-29453-0. 178p. $14.95.
Their father, a drifter, is off in Alaska, and when the three Bates children discover
Ad that their latest stepmother has decamped with the furnishings of their rented house,
7-9 they realize that they have twenty dollars and some old camping gear. Period. The
three are Annie, Jeff, and Dave (all teenagers), and they take off for the High
Sierras after Dave is caught (but not held) for theft. Most of the book describes, at
times in repetitive fashion, the details of their long trek, the tension of Dave's sullen
hostility exacerbating their worries about survival in the wilderness and the even
greater danger when they rescue a man who has been shot, and who proves to be an
amoral drug-user who has a gun. Unfortunately, the story thereby becomes turgid,
moving from drama to melodrama. It is expectable that Dave, who at first has
nothing but contempt and dislike for his siblings, should turn into a protective hero
-but it is too abrupt to be believable. Characterization and writing style are
adequate, but the plotting and pace makes this less effective than the author's other
mountain adventure, Nobody Else Can Walk It for You. ZS.
D.V. Brothers-sisters; Ethical concepts
Pike, Christopher. Chain Letter. Avon, 1986. ISBN 0-380-89968-X. 185p. Paper. $2.50.
In this shocker (reminiscent of Lois Duncan's I Know What You Did Last
Ad Summer), seven teens share a guilty secret-they accidentally killed a man while driv-
8-12 ing home from a rock concert, burying him in the desert. The secret comes back to
haunt them when a mysterious chain letter, sent by "The Caretaker" orders them all
to do terrible things, threatening (and delivering) dark consequences when they do
not obey. While the prose is overwrought and the plotting absolutely preposterous
(despite much general mayhem, nobody outside the group ever gets an inkling of
what's going on), there's enough suspense, scares, and blood-letting to entertain
"Fright Night" fans. RS.
Pitt, Nancy. Beyond the High White Wall. Scribner, 1986. ISBN 0-684-18663-2. 135p. $12.95.
The narrator, a 13-year-old Ukrainian Jewish girl named Libby, witnesses the
R murder of a peasant by the overseer of a nearby estate. Although there is a loose
6-8 plot building toward the overseer's burning her family's house and forcing them to
realize that far-off America holds more promising prospects than their provincial
home town, the strongest aspects of the book are its 1903 setting and the depiction
of a family on the verge of upheaval. Several episodes, including the protagonist's
entertainment of a mysterious gypsy-like group of wandering Serbian ex-aristocrats
and the violent death of the overseer himself, seem more like vivid short stories than
integral parts of a novel. Yet the smooth writing is a binding force, the tone of per-
sonal memoir convincing, and the sense of history as individual experience indelibly
conveyed. BH.
C.U. History-modern
D.V. Fear, overcoming
Pryor, Bonnie. Amanda and Aprit illus. by Diane DeGroat. Morrow, 1986. Library ed.
ISBN 0-688-05870-1; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-05869-8. 27p. Library ed. $10.88; Trade
ed. $10.25.
This odyssey of what happens to two pig sisters on their way to a birthday party
will ring bells for child and parent alike. With only the best intentions, Amanda and
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R April get black gooey tar all over their clean white party socks, lose part of the birth-
4-6 day present and one of Amanda's shoes to a rapacious goat, and are late to the
yrs. party because, among other things, Amanda must limp along with a bee-stung foot.
Mrs. Pig is called, recovers goodhumoredly after her first shock at Amanda's
appearance, and walks the girls home after the party. Not only is a good time
eventually had by all, but Amanda has learned to appreciate her little sister's stal-
wart support in times of trouble. The story is too true to the quirks of childhood
behavior to become didactic, and the art itself is roundly satisfying, with pervasively
blended colors enveloping the text, several insets detailing twists of the story to vary
the page design, and expressive, naturalistically drafted scenes. BH.
D.V. Sisters
Quackenbush, Robert. Old Silver Leg Takes Over! A Story of Peter Stuyvesant; written and
illus. by Robert Quackenbush. Prentice-Hall, 1986. ISBN 0-13-633934-4. 30p.
$10.95.
Framed full-page drawings, tinted gray and green and scrabbly of line, face each
Ad page of text; unfortunately, at the bottom of each page of text is a cartoon with
3-5 pigs' comments in balloons-a device both silly and inappropriate. The text gives
more information about the role of the Dutch in the New World, as well as about
changes in the settlement that became New York, than do most of the books about
Stuyvesant written for primary or middle-grade readers. The information is interest-
ing, the text adequately written and lightened by a trace of humor. ZS.
C.U. History-U.S.
Rocklin, Joanne. Sonia Begonia; illus. by Julie Downing. Four Winds, 1986. ISBN
0-02-777310-8. 107p. $11.95.
Eleven-year-old Sonia has a father, mother, and older brother all involved in the
Ad family business of women's lingerie. She feels quite the misfit until she finally starts
4-6 a business of her own-housesitting for people on vacation. It comes as no surprise
when Sonia and her friend Jason apprehend the burglars who have been breaking
into houses around the neighborhood; but even though her S.S.S.S. (Sonia's Safety
Sentinel Service) has acted as the tipoff to which houses are empty, it takes Sonia a
while to realize she hasn't failed. This last is a bit muddled and unconvincing, and
the reassurances Sonia receives from her family and friends are cliched ("We love
our Sonia for who she is, not for what she does"). Readers will probably forgive
these assessments of Sonia's worth in light of the spoofy humor in scenes that detail
her babysitting a difficult charge or cooking up her energetic schemes for success.
BH.
D.V. Individuality, expressing; Self-confidence
Rylant, Cynthia. A Fine White Dust. Bradbury, 1986. ISBN 0-02-777240-3. $11.95. Reviewed
from galleys.
Rylant focuses sharply on a thirteen-year-old boy's brief, pivotal encounter with a
Ad charismatic evangelist. Although the book is more an outline than a fully realized
5-8 novel, it is strong in delineating the nature of the boy and his intense crisis when the
mysterious Preacher Man entices him to run away and then abandons him instead.
The characterization of his stable best friend and parents is limited but credible.
Neither the Preacher nor his services, however, are vividly enough rendered to make
totally convincing Pete's decision to leave a home he loves. The inconsistency in the
Preacher's persuading the boy to leave with him and then leaving with a girl instead
is baffling without more extensive development of his personality and motivations.
The style is spare and rhythmic, sometimes self-consciously so, as in the repetition in
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the boy's narrative of a phrase "The telling," showing the weight and difficulty of
his confession. BH.
D.V. Friendship values; Self-evaluation
Rylant, Cynthia. Night in the Country; illus. by Mary Szilagyi. Bradbury, 1986. ISBN
0-02-777210-1. 30p. $12.95.
Szilagyi's illustrations of a glowing night world, and a luminous, dark blue sky
Ad may give lie to Rylant's opening assertion that "There is no night so dark, so black
4-7 as night in the country," but on the whole, this is a felicitous mood piece. The quiet
yrs. text describes the activities, sights, and especially, sounds of night: "Far over the hill
you hear someone open and close a creaking screen door. You wonder who is up so
late." While each vignette is lyrical, the narrative line from scene to scene seems
arbitrary, and occasionally out of sequence. The colored pencil drawings (all double-
page spreads) are beautiful, evoking the mystery of the dark fields, as well as the
coziness of a barn with sleeping animals. RS.
D.V. Perceptual acuteness
Sattler, Helen Roney. Sharks, the Super Fish; illus. by Jean Day Zallinger. Lothrop, 1986.
ISBN 0-688-03993-6. 90p. $15.00.
What is most admirable about Sattler's book is the amount of information on the
R shark coupled with the sense of how much is not known about this incredibly wide-
4-7 ranging and widely varied creature. The dual organization-general coverage of
shark characteristics and an encyclopedic glossary (more than half the book) cover-
ing specific species and families, with a drawing for each-broadens the book's
scope beyond that of Freedman's Sharks (reviewed in the February, 1986 issue),
which was aimed at a younger audience in format as well as in tone. Zallinger's
black-and-white drawings and diagrams add a great deal to the textual facts. A list
of sharks, organized by family, and of books for further reading rounds off the pre-
sentation, which is indexed for students bent on reports. Browsers, however, will get
hooked as well; who can resist a 5-inch shark called tsuranagakobitozame, found
near Japan, or for that matter, the wobbegong shark (looking woebegone) that lives
near the shores of New Zealand? BH.
C.U. Biology
Sgroi, Peter. ... This Constitution. Watts, 1986. ISBN 0-531-10167-3. 90p. illus. (First Books)
$9.40.
Any 57-page treatment of the historical context of the U.S. Constitution is bound
Ad to cram an enormous number of facts and names together. Sgroi does a reasonable
5-8 job of trying to sort out the complexities of the political situation leading from the
failure of the Articles of Confederation to the framing of the Constitution, but the
text is so dense with information that it excludes thematic perspective. Still, it will
serve as an introduction, and the inclusion of the Constitution itself, with marginal
summary comments, will guide students who are grappling with the 18th-century lan-
guage for the first time. A brief list of adult and juvenile books for further reading
and an index are included. BH.
C.U. History-U.S.
Silverstein, Alvin. Dogs All About Them; written by Alvin and Virginia Silverstein. Lothrop,
1986. ISBN 0-688-04805-6. 256p. illus. with photographs. $11.75.
With their customary clarity, the authors cover biological, historical, social, con-
troversial, and practical pet-care information on many breeds of dogs. Descriptions
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R of behavior and characteristics will attract browsers, while chapters on dogs aban-
5-9 doned or reputedly misused for scientific research, on working dogs, and on wild
canine relatives offer introductory facts for student researchers. The information is
always straightforward, with periodic injections of personal anecdote and humorous
glints for relief. Thorough and up-to-date, this is illustrated with black-and-white
photographs and includes a sampler of quotations about dogs, a categorized list of
books for further reading, and an index. The format is handsome and solid, with
large print and open page design. BH.
C.U. Pets, care of
Smith, Elizabeth Simpson. A Dolphin Goes to School: The Story of Squirt, a Trained
Dolphin; illus. by Ted Lewin. Morrow, 1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-04816-1; Trade
ed. ISBN 0-688-04815-3. 85p. Library ed. $11.88; Trade ed. $11.75.
Lewin's wonderfully realistic black-and-white paintings are simply composed,
R accurately detailed, and effective in conveying the physical attributes and actions of
3-5 dolphins. The text, a good example of nonfiction written with a narrative flow, gives
detailed information about how dolphins are captured, examined, protected, trans-
ported, and trained by the reward system. Smith's account of the training of one
dolphin, Squirt, and of his debut as a performer is informative, impressive, and
exciting. An index is provided. ZS.
D.V. Animals, kindness to
Snyder, Carol. The Leftover Kid. Pacer/Putnam, 1986. ISBN 0-448-47773-4. $13.95.
Reviewed from galleys.
Wendy Meyer, the narrator, is the youngest of four and the only child left at
Ad home; although she misses her siblings, she really enjoys having her parents' undi-
6-9 vided attention. Therefore, she's not enthralled when they tell her that her brother is
moving in with his wife and infant son-especially since his wife, Marissa, is bossy.
Then her maternal grandmother comes to "help" and shares her room. Then her
Dad's father. When her other brother and her sister come home from college for a
visit, the house is bedlam, and there are many personal conflicts. As is predictable
from the start, the ending brings new understanding, rapport, and a slightly sugary
appreciation of everybody for everybody else. This has some balance in treatment
(episodes at school, working on a coed project that brings a boy in as more-than-
friend) and it is lightened by humor, although the humor is occasionally too cute, so
that it is a palatable if not a polished family story. More warmth here than depth.
ZS.
D.V. Family relations
Stafford, Patricia. Your Two Brains; illus. by Linda Tunney. Atheneum, 1986. ISBN
0-689-31142-7. 75p. $10.95.
Although this is intended for a younger audience than the Silversteins' World of
M the Brain (reviewed in the June issue), it suffers severely by contrast. The informa-
5-7 tion often gets lost in series of fragmentary anecdotes that lack smooth transitions
and obscure the organization of the facts. The black-and-white drawings are poorly
drafted and uninformative. The only advantages of the book are its simplified focus
on the right/left functions of the brain, when they are described clearly, and the
informational tone, which may hook readers in sections like the one that includes a
test to tell one's dominant side. Bibliography, glossary, and index are included.
BH.
C.U. Biology; Science
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Stevenson, James. When I Was Nine; written and illus. by James Stevenson. Greenwillow,
1986. Library ed. ISBN 0-688-05943-0; Trade ed. ISBN 0-688-05942-2. 30p. Library
ed. $11.88; Trade ed. $11.75.
Nostalgia is avoided, in Stevenson's reminiscences of his childhood, by the perva-
Ad sive humor and the brisk pace. In fact, the writing is at time staccato, functioning as
K-2 though it were captions; for example, there are three misty (very nice) watercolor
pictures on a single page: the first shows two views of the author on a bicycle, the
second a dog, the third a telephone, and the text reads, "I had a bicycle, and I knew
where all the bumps were on the sidewalk. We had a dog named Jocko. Our tele-
phone looked like this. Our number was 3348." While there are comments on a
family vacation, most of the text is rather static. ZS.
Switzer, Ellen Eichenwald. Lily Boop; illus. by Lillian Hoban. Crown, 1986. ISBN
0-517-55649-9. 26p. $9.95.
Judy's best friend Lily is, well, different. She has a pet slug, lives in a house with
Ad a jungle inside, and sucks raw eggs, piercing holes in them with her... fangs. The
1-3 two friends have typical ups and downs (Judy doesn't want the slug in the prize Pets
Club, so Lily starts a Slug Club) until Lily's family decides to move back north. Lily
invites Judy to visit. "But you'll have to let your whiskers grow out. All the girls in
the North do." Thin, but this has the kind of greasy-grimy humor that many young
children enjoy. Hoban's black-and-white illustrations are too heavy for the story,
but a few, particularly a picture of Lily's bedroom, have a nicely surreal quality. RS.
D.V. Friendship values
Tapp, Kathy Kennedy. Smoke from the Chimney. Margaret K. McElderry, 1986. ISBN
0-689-50389-X. 169p. $11.95.
In the weeks before her twelfth birthday, Erin's family approaches a breaking
R point as her father's drinking jeopardizes their financial and emotional lives. Erin
5-8 finds refuge in her elaborate fantasy games with her best friend Heather, who shares
her passion for Edgar Rice Burroughs' Tarzan books. The two girls discover a roof-
top retreat that serves as a jungle setting and fires Erin's writing a secret story about
Tarzan's lost daughter. There are no neat resolutions here: Erin does not manage to
collect the money to go to Heather's camp; her father does not stop drinking for
more than a few days at a time. Yet Erin's mother manages a family camping trip of
sorts, Erin makes a separate peace with her father, and she learns to absorb some of
her mother's strength, humor, responsibility, and capacity to take one day at a time.
The dynamics among all the characters are extremely well drawn, without stock
figures or case-study effects. There are as many funny moments as sad ones, and
readers will identify with Erin's natural absorption in play as much as with her
problems. BH.
D.V. Father-daughter relations; Friendship values
Correction Note: The book reviewed under the title Babar's Coloring Book by Laurent de
Brunhoff, in the June issue, should have been entitled Babar's Counting Book.
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What the Children Taught Me
The Experience of an Educator in the Public Schools
Jack Greenstein
Foreword by Kevin Ryan
This is the delightful memoir of a man who spent thirteen years as a teacher, ten
as a principal, in Chicago's public elementary schools. He has coped with all the
vicissitudes of urban schools in changing neighborhoods and has emerged with
his sense of humor, humanity, and affection for children intact. As he wends
his anecdotal way through his experiences, Greenstein offers his own candid,
often controversial views on such topics as reading instruction, integration, and
discipline.
Cloth $15.00 264 pages
The University of Chicago Press
5801 South Ellis Avenue Chicago, IL 60637
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Vivian Gussin Paley
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understanding. Yet, for all that, it is a
working reality that they develop: rules,
roles, procedures, and, above all, inventions
that they share and grow on. Mollie is Three
is a rich journey into the mind of the child."
-Jerome Bruner, author of Child's Talk
Cloth $12.50 144 pages
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Bettelheim
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BULLETIN... For Librarians, Teachers, & Parents
Welcome to the fortieth anniversary of the Bulletin of the Center for Children's Books.
From a modest newsletter circulating out of the Education Department of the University of
Chicago, it has grown, through some of the most remarkable years of children's book
publishing, to a healthy national subscribership and a tradition of critical perception. For the
last 27 years, Zena Sutherland's editorship has provided an authority, consistency, and set of
standards that have made the journal a remarkably stable one.
In the past year, our concentration on reviewing from galleys has closed the lag between the
publication of the book and its review in the Bulletin. Many books are being reviewed on or
before publication date, and our computer automation this fall will make us even more cur-
rent. The journal has also begun to incorporate a more heterogeneous reviewing approach
while maintaining its evaluative consistency. Zena Sutherland, Roger Sutton, and I all con-
tribute reviews, which are now being initialed. Our durable advisory committee continues to
meet weekly with valuable comments on each book and its review, from the perspective of
their experience with children in schools and libraries.
Carla Hayden is Library Services Coordinator at the Museum of Science and Industry. She
has a special interest in science books and in the depiction of the black experience in juvenile
fiction. Isabel McCaul, who was head of Blaine Library at the University of Chicago Labora-
tory Schools for many years, is an experienced storyteller. Hazel Rochman, who worked in
the junior-high and high school library there for eight years, has a strong background in
English literature. Robert Strang, a veteran elementary school teacher, lends his expertise in
nonfiction and mythology. Roger Sutton, head of the Damen Branch of the Chicago Public
Library, is a young adult specialist. The Committee's discussions are often lively and some-
times vehement, reflecting differences of opinion that the editors try to incorporate into a
revised text of the review. Some of the books that signal trends, issues, and problems of
aesthetic assessment will be highlighted on this back page, which will feature periodic editor-
ials along with the usual bibliographies of professional readings for librarians, teachers, and
parents.
To help celebrate the journal's fortieth volume year, Caldecott Award winner Trina Schart
Hyman has donated the striking illustrations on the newly designed covers. Her griffin sym-
bolizes both the mythical dignity of juvenile literature's folkloric roots and the sometimes
fierce realism of contemporary fantasy. It is a beast that can survive many blows. And it is a
tribute to our subscribers that this journal, the only one of its kind based in a research center
and devoted solely to reviewing children's books, has a future as well as a past.
Betsy Hearne, Editor.
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